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MATHS – AVERAGES

What do I need to be able to do? 
•Calculate the mode, median, mean and range 
from a list of numbers
•Find missing numbers given an average, or a 
combination of averages
•Compare sets of data using an average and the 
range
•Decide which is the most appropriate average to 
use
•Calculate the mode and range from a frequency 
table
•Calculate the median from a frequency table
•Calculate the mean from a frequency table
•Calculate the mean from a grouped frequency 
table 

Keywords:
Data: Set of information (may not be numbers)
Numerical data: Information which is numbers
Ordered data:
Types of Average:

Mode/Modal value: The most common piece of 
data 
Median: The middle value of an ordered set of 
data.  
Mean: The total of the numbers divided by how 
many numbers
Range: Measures how spread out the numbers are, 
calculated by highest—lowest number.
Frequency: How many pieces of data are in a 
category
Grouped data: Data which is already in groups
Class interval: The size of the gap that contain the 
data
Mid-point: The middle of a class interval

Mean, Median, Mode

Comparing Distributions
Averages from a table

Choosing the appropriate 
average


